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Bensimon, M., Bodner, E., & Shrira, A. (2016). The emotional impact of national music
on young and older adults differing in posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms. Aging
and Mental Health. DOI: 10.1080/13607863.2016.1196338

Abstract:

In spite of previous evidence regarding the function of national songs as a contextual
stimulus, their effect on the emotional state of older adults living with different levels of
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) symptoms has not be been examined. Following
the 2014 Israel-Gaza conflict, we examined the emotional effects of listening to happy
national songs (songs of Independence Day) and sad national songs (Memorial Day
songs) on young (N = 144, mean age = 29.4) and older adults (N = 132, mean age =
68.5). Respondents were exposed to happy or sad national songs, and completed
measures of exposure to missile attacks, related PTSD symptoms, and positive and
negative emotions. Sad national songs were related to higher negative affect among
young adults who were lower on PTSD symptoms, but not among their older
counterparts. In contrast, sad national songs were related to higher negative affect
among older adults who were higher on PTSD symptoms, but not among their young
counterparts. These findings support the strength and vulnerability model, as they
demonstrate that relative to young adults, older adults are generally more capable to
withstand negative stimuli, yet are more sensitive to negative stimuli when they suffer
from chronic vulnerability, as in the case of higher level of PTSD symptoms.

Gueta, K., Peled, E., & Sander-Almoznino, N. (2016). “| used to be an ordinary mom”:
The maternal identity of mothers of women abused by an intimate partner. American
journal of orthopsychiatry, 86, 456 - 466.

Abstract:

Mothers of children who suffer various problems tend to discuss their experience as a
crisis in their maternal identity, regardless of whether the children are young or adults.
However, the maternal identity of mothers who are aware that their adult daughters are
being abused has not yet been explored. This study aims to examine the construction
of the maternal identity by Israeli women whose grown daughters have been subjected
to intimate partner violence (IPV), in the light of cultural representations of motherhood
and domestic violence (DV). Thematic discourse analysis of in-depth interviews with 11
mothers identified discursive strategies that they used to negotiate a troubled maternal
identity following their daughters’ IPV experience. The mothers asserted a positive
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maternal identity by referring to common discourses about DV and motherhood, in a bid
to bolster their “good mother” identity, to reframe motherhood, and to assign
responsibility for the abuse to the abuser, to their daughters, or to the patriarchal social
structure. The implications of these findings for motherhood and maternal identity
theories and for professionals working in the field of DV are discussed.

Hamo, G., & Ildisis, Y. (2017). Pedophiles in the Ultra-Orthodox Haredi Sector in Israel:
Thought Processes Regarding their Actions. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 26, 1-21]
DOI: 10.1080/10538712.2017.1285841

Abstract

This study explores thought patterns of Jewish Ashkenazi Ultra-Orthodox pedophiles in
Israel and how they resolve the contradiction between their commitment to Jewish Law
and having committed sexual offenses against minors. Ten adult men participated in
this study. Using open semistructured interviews, their cognitive distortions before,
during, and after the abuse were examined. Content analysis revealed that participants
used cognitive distortions based on their own world of Jewish Law and social-cultural
values. The insular nature of Ultra-Orthodox society and its many prohibitions,
especially regarding sexuality, tempted offenders to test boundaries. When sexual drive
was high, internal control mechanisms were ineffective even in presence of external
control mechanisms. Some participants recognized the contradiction between their
behaviors and being Ultra-Orthodox Jews, and others did not. Based on the findings, a
flow chart was devised describing the cognitive processes of Jewish Ultra-Orthodox
pedophiles. Theoretical and practical implications of the results were examined.

Herzog, S., & Einat, T. (2016). Moral Judgment, crime seriousness, and the relations
between them: An exploratory study. Crime & Delinquency 62, 470-500.

Abstract

The present study analyzes the relationship between moral judgment and perceptions
of crime seriousness. The analysis is done with special attention to Kohlberg's theory of
moral development. Main research findings: Significant correlations exist between
perceived seriousness of offenses and consideration of such conduct as immoral, and
between the levels of the perceived seriousness of offenses and the levels of the moral
judgment of their moral dilemmas. In addition, attitudes toward various moral dilemmas
are found to be influenced by education, ethnicity and social strata. Main conclusions:
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Correlation between moral reasoning and perceptions of crime seriousness is weak at
best, and that mature-level socio-moral development and perceptions of crime
seriousness might not necessarily protect a person from identifying with criminal acts.

Leshem, R (2016). Using Dual Process Models to Examine Impulsivity Throughout
Neural Maturation. Developmental Neuropsychology, 41, 125-143

Abstract

The multivariate construct of impulsivity is examined through neural systems and
connections that comprise the executive functioning system. It is proposed that
cognitive and behavioral components of impulsivity can be divided into two distinct
groups, mediated by (1) the cognitive control system: deficits in top-down cognitive
control processes referred to as action/cognitive impulsivity and (2) the socioemotional
system: related to bottom-up affective/motivational processes referred to as affective
impulsivity. Examination of impulsivity from a developmental viewpoint can guide future
research, potentially enabling the selection of more effective interventions for impulsive
individuals, based on the cognitive components requiring improvement.

Link to the article: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/87565641.2016.1178266

Nahari, G. (2016). Advances in lie detection: limitations and potential for investigating
allegations of abuse. In R. Burnett (Ed.), Wrongful Allegations of Sexual and Child
Abuse (pp. 242 — 252). Oxford: Oxford University Press

This chapter presents the challenges of, and advances made in, assessing the veracity
of accounts in the forensic context. Initially, the difficulties in discriminating truths from
lies, without tools, are discussed. Subsequently, primary examples of lie detection
methods are reviewed, and their accuracy rates and limitations discussed. Their
applicability to specific situations and interviewees is assessed, as well as their
vulnerability to countermeasures and judgmental biases. Finally, several steps are
proposed that an investigator might take to improve his or her ability to detect lies.
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Ronel, N., & Ben Yair, Y. (2017). Spiritual criminology: The case of Jewish criminology.
International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology. doi:
10.1177/0306624X17693865,

Abstract

Throughout the ages and in most cultures, spiritual and religious thinking have dealt
extensively with offending (person against person and person against the Divine), the
response to offending, and rehabilitation of offenders. Although modern criminology has
generally overlooked that body of knowledge and experience, the study of spirituality
and its relation to criminology is currently growing. Frequently, though, it is conducted
from the secular scientific perspective, thus reducing spiritual knowledge into what is
already known. Our aim here is to present a complementary perspective; that is,
spiritual criminology that emerges from the spiritual perspective. Following a description
of the state-of-the-art in criminological research concerning spirituality and its impact
upon individuals, we focus on Jewish criminology as an illustrative case study, and
present a spiritual Jewish view on good and evil, including factors that lead to criminality,
the issue of free choice, the aim of punishment and societal response, crime desistance,
rehabilitation, and prevention. The proposed establishment of spiritual criminology can
be further developed by including parallel schools of spirituality, to create an integrated
field in criminology.

Walsh, S. D., Sagis-Krebs, M., & Gross, A. (2017). Emotional alienation as a mediator
of the relationship between perceived discrimination and alcohol use among immigrant
adolescents in Israel. Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15332640.2017.1300555

Perceived discrimination has been found to be a predictor of immigrant adolescent
involvement in alcohol use, yet the psychological mechanism behind this relationship
has not been well explored. Drawing on strain theory and the motivational model of
alcohol use, the current study aimed to develop and test a concept of emotional
alienation. In the proposed model, it is when experiences of discrimination are
internalized into painful feelings of detachment, anger, rejection, and failure that the
immigrant adolescent may turn to alcohol use. The study involved 365 at-risk immigrant
adolescents, aged 15-19 (62% male, mean age 17.1) from the Former Soviet Union
and Ethiopia in Israel, from low SES neighborhoods and community centers for youth at
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risk. The young people self-reported on experiences of discrimination, daily alcohol use,
heavy episodic drinking (HED), and drunkenness, together with a new questionnaire
examining emotional alienation developed for the study. Findings showed that experiences
of alienation fully mediated the relationship between discrimination and problematic alcohol
use (drunkenness and HED). In particular, feelings of self-detachment, failure, and
rejection were strongly related to alcohol use. Results suggest an importance of
understanding the way in which negative reactions from the host society may be
internalized into destructive feelings of failure, shame, and rejection, which may lead a
young person to involvement in alcohol use.

Zuckerman, M., & Glicksohn, J. (2016). Hans Eysenck’s personality model and the
constructs of sensation seeking and impulsivity. Personality and Individual Differences,
103, 48-52.

Abstract:

Fifty years ago, in their first meeting, Hans Eysenck and Marvin Zuckerman agreed that
research was needed to clarify the relationships between Eysenck's Big Three (E =
Extraversion, N = Neuroticism, and P = Psychoticism) and both impulsivity and sensation
seeking. In later years, both Eysenck and Zuckerman agreed in their various publications,
that sensation seeking correlates with both E and P, though more with P than with E. In fact,
impulsivity and sensation seeking, might well occupy overlapping areas within the P+ E+
N+ octant. In this paper, we discuss the similarities and differences among these various
traits of extraversion, psychoticism, sensation seeking and impulsivity. We further present
our position regarding the relationship of the constructs of arousal and arousability to these
traits, suggesting that impulsivity is related to arousal, while sensation seeking is related to
arousability.
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Title
Appointment Status
Department

Position Summary

Basic Qualifications

Department Contact
for Questions

Lecturer or Senior Lecturer, Department of Criminology, Bar-llan University, Israel
Tenure Track
Criminology, Faculty of Social Science

The Department of Criminology at Bar-llan University is looking for a Lecturer or a
Senior Lecturer. The candidate for this position will have a proven record (or clear
potential for one at the Lecturer level) in conducting and publishing high quality
research in applicable journals and applying for competitive grants. The position will
also involve teaching four courses a semester, supervising graduate students and
performing university and community-engaged service. We welcome applicants from
any specialization within criminology especially those with research (and ability to
teach) in the area of criminal justice, cyber-crime, white collar crime or

rehabilitation. We strongly encourage all qualified scholars to apply.

The Department of Criminology at Bar-llan university, outside of Tel Aviv, is home to
students in their BA, MA and PhD’s. It is the first Israeli University to run a Bachelors
course in Criminology and the founders of the prestigious Clinical Criminology
Masters’ Program. The department sits in the Faculty of Social Science and
welcomes multidisciplinary research from psychological, sociological and criminal
justice perspectives.

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS:

Candidates must have a PhD and post-doctoral research in an accepted academic
institution. They must have a proven publishing record, appropriate for the level at
which they are applying (Lecturer/ Senior Lecturer). Applicants must demonstrate a
record of effective teaching at the undergraduate level, including the ability to teach
and communicate, in Hebrew, with a broadly diverse student population.

Inquiries may be directed to:
Professor Tomer Einat (tomer.einat@biu.ac.il) or Professor Sophie D. Walsh
(walshs@biu.ac.il)




